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100 Club - The draw for the second £50 of the
year was made on the first Sunday in July .
Michele invited young Zakora to pick a ticket
from the Drum. I was delighted that the winner
was (Chris Ford) who does so much for St.
Catherine’s . Chris had just given me £20 for
the new 100 Club year and is now on Holiday
so I will be delighted to give him the £50 when
he returns. The last draw for 2021-2022 will be
on August 6th. A number of people have already
given me their money for 2022-2023. I would
very much appreciate it if you are able to renew
your ticket (£10 for the year) in these difficult
financial times or perhaps sell a ticket to a friend
or neighbour. Norman
The Orsett show takes place on Saturday 3rd
September and the Thurrock deanery will be
having their usual marquee with activities. If
anyone is available and willing to help on the
day or with the setup on the previous Friday
please contact Revd. Sue Mann by email at:
rectorsue@hobnob.org.uk.
There has been a rubbish recycling scheme
in Thurrock for many years and we are aware
of what types of waste this scheme can
handle and which it can not. Following
discussions at the PCC the church has now
arranged for two further types of waste to be
collected. The retailer Superdrug now offer
to recycle the blister packs that prescription
and other medication is supplied in and there
are collection boxes at St. Catherine’s and St.
Francis for these items. There are also
collection boxes for
items at both

iE
churches. The “Terracycle” logo can now be
found on an increasing number of packaging
items so look out for it.
Ride + Stride is the single largest source of
income for many Historic Churches Trusts
enabling them to make Grants to places of
Christian worship. Taking place on the 2nd
Saturday of September (this year on the 10th
September) the funds raised are split between
the nominated Trust and the participants
chosen church or chapel.
In our Diocese the event is organised by the
Friends of Essex Churches Trust. If you would
like to take part and raise funds for both the
trust and St. Catherine’s more details can be
found at:https://www.friendsofessexchurches.org.uk/rid
e-stride
There is a new Christian Studies course
starting in September on a Monday evening at
Grays Parish Church Hall. The Course in
Christian Studies is a two year course
exploring the Christian Faith with others,
delivered weekly in local centres around the
diocese. CCS has a foundational first year and
a more flexible second year and leads to the
Bishop’s Certificate.. More details can be
found here:https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/disciplesh
ip/course-in-christian-studies
or speak to Revd. Michèle who, apart from
anything else, has been a tutor on one of these
courses.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Reflections from The Rectory
I rather suspect that if I asked everyone who takes a copy of
Pewtalk what their memories are of their school sports day there
would be some who have happy memories and others who greeted
that day with dread. I must confess to being one of the later. Sport,
of any kind, is simply not something I have ever been any good at
or enjoyed.
However, this has never prevented me from appreciating the gifts,
skills and talents of others who are involved in sports. And what a lot of sport there is to
enjoy and celebrate at the moment. As I sit and write this reflection the excitement
surrounding the ‘‘Lionesses’’ historic win still fills the air. And as if winning a major football
tournament weren’t enough there are also gold, silver and bronze medals a plenty being won
by the home nations at the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.
Such rewards and joy are often hard won either in the competition itself or by the years of
dedication, training, effort and practise that goes before what we see. And for every athlete
that competes there will be a whole team of supporters, trainers and family nurturing and
encouraging from the sidelines.
We witness dreams being materialised, legacy set in motion for the generations to follow and
the spirits of everybody lifted.
The bible, and in particular the gospel narratives, don’t tell us what Jesus thought about
sporting matters but we do know that Jesus said, ‘I have come in order that you might
have life - life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10)
Life in all its fullness will probably mean different things to different people. For me ‘life in all
its fullness’ means living in a world where everyone is encouraged to reach for and achieve
their full potential and to be surrounded by the love that helps every person grow into all that
they can be.
That will not mean that every person who desires it will necessarily win a medal or a trophy
but it should mean that everyone has an equal chance of having a go at everything and
becoming the best version of themselves they can be.
Life in all its fullness speaks to me of a world where we no longer need to strive for equality,
diversity and inclusion because it is already intertwined in how we live, how we treat and
value others and part of the everyday.
Life in all its fullness speaks to me of a world where every child knows only love, safety,
space to play and dream and food on the table.
Jesus came so that we might know this life. In order that everyone might know this we need
to play our part, be one of the team, and do what we can to bring about this vision of what
our world could be if we all work together. If we follow in Jesus footsteps and follow His
instructions to love God and our neighbours as ourselves then maybe, just maybe, everyone
will ‘have life in all its fullness’ and hopes and dreams become a reality.
Every Blessing to all,

The Joys of The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS)
What the RHS say that they do:“As a charity, we want to inspire a passion for gardening and growing plants, promote the value
of gardens, demonstrate how gardening is good for us and explain the vital role that plants play”
They share their knowledge through books, websites, podcasts and magazines, hold world-class
collections of horticultural books and botanical art, and sell the very best plants and gardening
gifts.
For an annual subscription or a “one off” visitors fee you can visit one of two relatively local
gardens, and there are 3 others nationally.

RHS Wisley, Woking, Surrey

RHS Hyde Hall, Chelmsford, Essex

Wisley was given to the RHS in 1903, although at that time only a small part of the 24 hectare
(60 acres) estate was cultivated as a garden, the remainder being wooded farmland. The original
garden was the creation of George Fergusson Wilson – businessman, scientist, inventor and
keen gardener and a former Treasurer of the Society.
Wisley is now the flagship garden of the RHS and one of the UK’s most visited and best-loved
gardens, attracting around one million visitors each year, and is now a hub of horticultural
excellence and a top visitor attraction, with 240 acres to explore. It is home to some of the largest
plant collections anywhere in the world and showcases inspirational gardening.
Planting schemes are constantly evolving to ensure there's always something new to excite
and inspire visitors.
This year marks the 15th anniversary of Wisley’s Glasshouse. Carole, Jeannie, Beci and I
enjoyed the spectacular tropical plants and water features.
Wisley has undergone some exciting changes in recent years with the opening of a
new Welcome building that sweeps visitors into the heart of world-class horticulture, as well as
a large Garden Centre and the new Wisley Café.
We walked and walked and walked, we visited the Rock Garden, Wisteria Walk, the
Bowes-Lyon Rose Garden delighting in the senses with roses of all shapes, sizes, colours

and fragrances. The Exotic Garden, an intriguing tropical inspired space, that invites visitors to
explore a jungle-like atmosphere, with showy flowers and large juicy leaves of bananas, cannas,
palms and much more and the Heather Landscape and there was still more to see!!
In 1955 when Dr. and Mrs. Robinson came to Hyde Hall there were only six trees on the top of
a windswept hill and no garden. The site was cold and windy, the top of the hill was covered in
gravel and the soil on the slopes comprised a sticky clay with a pH of around neutral.
For centuries Hyde Hall had been a working farm and the area around the house was a dumping
ground for all kinds of rubbish. Mrs. Robinson started to garden as a reaction against this and
as she cleared areas around the house they were planted with anything available. Since the
Robinsons turned the first spadeful of clay in the 1950s, Hyde Hall has always been a dynamic
garden, constantly changing to meet the various challenges the site and soil have produced
The Hyde Hall Gardens Trust was set up in 1976 and then in 1993 the garden became the
responsibility of the RHS, having been bequeathed by the Trust to ensure its future survival.
Under ownership of the RHS a number of modifications were made to accommodate growing
visitor numbers.
Set in the heart of rural Essex, and enjoying stunning panoramic views of the surrounding
countryside, Hyde Hall is one of the finest gardens in the East of England. This 365-acre site is
a haven of peace and tranquillity, encompassing a diverse mix of garden styles from traditional
to modern.
Highlights include the Dry Garden with its fantastic range of drought-resistant plants and the
Hilltop Garden with its roses and herbaceous borders. There’s also a Global Growth Vegetable
Garden, which showcases vegetables from around the world, and a Winter Garden that
celebrates the delights of wintertime.
In the winter a Glow Walk takes you through a winding route through a selection of your favourite
garden areas and discover shrubs awash with colourful lights and trees lighting up the night sky.
In the Winter Garden, be dazzled by their iconic willow structures and leaf sculptures immersed
in festive colour.
Why do we visit the gardens? And I must say quite often, Why are gardens good for the soul?
it is suggested that a walk in the garden helps to reduce feelings of stress, anxiety and depression.
Gardening offers a wealth of mental health benefits. It lowers levels of cortisol (the body's primary
stress hormone), improves attention span, plus reduces feelings of anxiety and depression.
Personally I enjoy the flowers, the company I am with and a good lunch. I look forward to seeing
you all there soon.
Every blessing

Kathy
You can find more information about the Royal Horticulural Society on their website at:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/

My holiday reading - Chris Ford
When I go on holiday it is always a good opportunity to read books either the paper version
or on my Kindle. Just before I went away Ruth asked me whether I read books. When I said
that I did particularly when on holiday she immediately offered two for me to read. I found
both of them very interesting; they were both related in the sense that they dealt with crime
and with an emphasis on the criminal in one way or another.
The first one was entitled “Murder the Biography” by Kate Morgan. Although as the title
suggests it dealt with a number of cases of murder its true purpose, as the word biography
suggests, was too show how the British legal system developed over hundreds of years to
deal with crimes involving death. I learned much about how the law has changed in its
definition of what constitutes murder, manslaughter or accidental death and how the various
legal defences have been determined and defined. I found it fascinating and I'm sure that
anyone who takes even a passing interest in the criminal law will find it of great interest.
The second book had the title “The Devil You Know (encounters in forensic psychology)”.
This was an absorbing read as the author Dr. Gwyn Adshead is a forensic psychiatrist and
over 30 years has provided therapy for a great number of criminals. Together with her
co-author Eileen Horne she details some of the influences that have led to the crime and
shows the effects that these have had on the offender. All of the cases that she describes
helped me to understand a little better that nothing, or almost nothing, is what it seems when
it comes to the motivation that lies behind a crime - and that we all human! Once again I
would recommend reading this book if you would like to gain a better understanding of the
way our criminal justice system deals with offenders - sometimes well and sometimes not
so well.
I thank Ruth for bringing these books to my notice. Both of them are non-fiction but I also
read a couple of excellent novels.
“The History of Bees” by Maya Lunde is a powerful story which follows three generations of
beekeepers from the past, present, and future, weaving a spellbinding story of their
relationship to the bees – and to their children and one another – against the backdrop of
an urgent, global crisis.
In England in 1851 William is a biologist and seed merchant, who sets out to build a new
type of beehive—one that will give both him and his children honour and fame. In the USA
in 2007 George is a beekeeper and fights an uphill battle against modern farming, but hopes
that his son can be their salvation. In China in the year 2098 Tao hand paints pollen onto
the fruit trees now that the bees have long since disappeared. When Tao’s young son is
taken away by the authorities after a tragic accident—and is kept in the dark about his
whereabouts and condition—she sets out on a grueling journey to find out what happened
to him.
The chapters switch from one story to another and slowly you realise how they all come
together – and there is a neat twist at the end.

And finally to “The Lamplighters” by Emma Stonex and the authors note at the beginning of
the book tells it all (with out “spoilers”).
“In December 1900, three lighthouse keepers disappeared from a remote Rourke light on the
island of Elaine more in the Outer Hebrides. Their names were James Ducat, Thomas Marshall
and Donald McArthur. The Lamp Lighters is inspired by, and written in respectful memory of,
this event, but is a work of fiction and therefore bears no resemblance to these men's lives or
their characters”.
So this is a real “who done it” and an absorbing read – I couldn’t put it down!
If you do decide to read any of these books I would be very interested to hear your views. And
if you have read a good book send me a review and I will put it in the magazine.
The Mothers’ Union
On August 9th the church celebrates the life and work
of Mary Sumner who was the founder of the Mothers’
Union (MU) in 1876. Although not at present, for many
years the parish had a branch of the MU. What is not often realised is that the MU is far
more than a monthly meeting and…….. it is no longer exclusively for women - men can
be members.
Here is some information taken from the Chelmsford Diocesan website.
The Mothers’ Union
Mothers’ Union is an International Christian Organisation with four million members in 84
Countries. Mothers’ Union aims to promote, support and encourage family life through
prayer and practical action.
Worldwide Programmes
Emergency Relief Fund
Literacy and Development
Training local development workers
Family Life
Parenting
Mothers' Union is a global Christian movement working with people of all faiths and
none. We have three types of membership, which is open to everyone, those of faith,
little faith or none - Branch Members, Diocesan Members and Friends. If you would like
to know more, please contact our Diocesan President, Maxine Paul 020 8504 3500
Members are involved in their parishes and beyond. In parishes they may help with
Baptism and Marriage Preparation, Toddler Groups, Pre Schools, Sunday Schools and a
variety of other activities - every parish is different!

Outside parish boundaries, for example, valuable work in prisons, and in contact centres,
helping some of the less fortunate and more vulnerable young people, and parents too.
“Away From It All!” (AFIA) funds holidays for families who might otherwise not have a
holiday.
Chelmsford Mothers’ Union has overseas links with the Mothers’ Union in the Dioceses of:
Rejaf (South Sudan) Military Episcopate (Kenya) Owo (Nigeria) Doko (Nigeria) Jamaica &
The Caymen Islands (West Indies) and of course Chelmsford. Our Wave of Prayer time is
18th-20th June.”
There is obviously more information on the MU website at:https://www.mothersunion.org/

Remembering Enid Blyton by Tim Lenton
It was 125 years ago, on 11th August 1897, that Enid Blyton was born
in East Dulwich, South London. This enormously popular British
children’s writer created Noddy, the Famous Five, and the Secret
Seven. She is among the world’s bestselling writers, selling more
than 600 million copies of her books.
Enid was the daughter of a nature-loving clothing wholesaler, to
whom she was very close. He once sat up with her when she was
expected to die of whooping cough, determined that she would
survive. Her mother was less solicitous. Enid was bright, popular at
school and a talented musician, but decided against it as a profession, going into teaching
instead.
She married twice – first Hugh Pollock, an editor at a publishing firm who helped her to become
established as a writer. They moved to Buckinghamshire and had two daughters, but then
divorced in 1942. The following year she married surgeon Kenneth Waters, and they moved
in the 1950s to Manor Farm in Dorset, which inspired much of her later work.
Blyton’s mystery and adventure stories have clearly defined good and bad characters and are
easy to read. They have been criticised for being too simplistic, and more recently for some
of the now outdated social attitudes and language. But they remain popular worldwide for their
sense of joy and wonder at life.
Several of her books are based on biblical stories, but she had a general rather than personal
belief in God. She was brought up as a Baptist, and her children were baptised in the Church
of England: towards the end of her life she became interested in Roman Catholicism. She put
much energy into charity work, encouraging children to do the same. She died in 1968.
I think my earliest memory of an Enid Blyton story was when “The Faraway Tree” was read
to us at my Primary School in Aldersbrrok.

PARISH DIARY FOR AUGUST
All services and events may be changed in the light
of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our
Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

3 Aug
4 Aug

Mid-week Communion at St. Francis
Then the community support “drop in”
Foodbank at St. Francis

10.00am
10.30am-noon
11.00am-1.00pm

7 Aug

8th Sunday after Trinity
“Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s
Service of Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s
10 Aug Mid-week Communion at St. Francis
Then the community support “drop in”
11 Aug Foodbank at St. Francis
14 Aug 9h Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s
Baptism at St. Catherine’s
17 Aug Morning Prayer at St. Francis
Then the community support “drop in”
18 Aug Foodbank at St. Francis
20 Aug Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s

10.00am
4.30pm
10.00am
10.30am-noon
11.00am-1.00pm

10.00am
12noon
10.00am
10.30am-noon
11.00am-1.00pm
10.00am-noon

21 Aug 10th Sunday after Trinity
“Worshipping together” at St. Catherine’s
Baptism at St. Catherine’s
Service of Holy Communion at St. Francis
24 Aug Mid-week Communion at St. Francis
Then the community support “drop in”
25 Aug Foodbank at St. Francis

10.00am
12noon
4.30pm
10.00am
10.30am-noon
11.00am-1.00pm

28 Aug 11th Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s
St. Catherine’s open afternoon with teas.
31 Aug Mid-week Communion at St. Francis
Then the community support “drop in”
1 Sept Foodbank at St. Francis

10.00am
2.00pm-4.00pm
10.00am
10.30am-noon
11.00am-1.00pm

Life Events during July
Baptisms
3
24

July
July

Finn Alfie Doghan
Adam Dariusz Piorkowski

31

July

Fiadh Allyna Maisie Gates

Weddings
None
Committal of ashes
17 July

Joan Priscilla Billinghurst

Funerals
None
Burials
None

Back to school
Young James finished his summer holidays and went back to school. Two days later his teacher
phoned his mother to tell her that James was misbehaving. “Wait a minute!” protested his mum.
“I had him here for weeks and I never once called YOU when he misbehaved!”

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754

email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

The Services
1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy
Communion (Café style).
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.
Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or
Patricia Strong at:
patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

PEWTALK Editor
Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road
Linford, SS17 0PU
T: 01375 675863

E: pewtalk@talktalk.net

