
 

Sunday 14th May 2023 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

The Easter Acclamation 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

The Gospel ~ John 14:15-21 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who 
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord,  

Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Collect for today: Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your 
disciples: help your Church to obey your command and draw the nations to 
the fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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We wish you a Peaceful and Happy 2016 

You can take this leaflet home 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 BIBLE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 

Sunday 14
th

 May – 6
th

 Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22-31 (NT 134) & 1 Peter 3:13-end (NT 231) & John14:15-21 (NT 105)  

 

Monday 15
th

 May – 1 Samuel 2:27-35 & 1 Acts 2:37-end 
Matthias the Apostle 

Tuesday 16
th

 May – Deuteronomy 28:1-14 & 1 Peter 4:12-end 
Caroline Chisholm, social reformer, 1877 

Wednesday 17
th

 May – Deuteronomy 28:58-end & 1 Peter 5 
Thursday 18

th
 May – Isaiah 52:7-end & Hebrews 7:11-end 

Ascension Day 
Friday 19

th
 May – Deuteronomy 29:2-15 & 1 John 1:1-2:6 

Dunstan, archbishop, monastic reformer, 988 
Saturday 20

th
 May – Deuteronomy 30 & 1 John 2:7-17 
Alcuin, deacon, abbot, 804 

 
Sunday 21

st
 May – 7

th
 Sunday of Easter (Sunday after Ascension Day) 

Acts 1:6-14 (NT 114) & 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 (NT 232) & John17:1-11 (NT 108)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH DIARY  

Sunday 14
th

 May: 6
th

 Sunday of Easter  

10am Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s  
              followed by the church’s annual meetings 
 
Monday 15

th
 May: 10.30am-12noon Bible Study & Fellowship Group at St Francis 

 
Wednesday 17

th
 May: 10am Holy Communion at St. Francis followed by the              

                                                                                       ‘Community Support Drop-in’. 
Thursday

 
18

th
 May: 11am-1pm Foodbank at St. Francis 

         2pm Committal of ashes ‘Wendy Crisp’ at St. Catherine’s 
 
Sunday 21

st
 May: 7

th
 Sunday of Easter  

10am Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s  
 3pm Rogation service in St. Catherine’s Churchyard  

with the Grays Town Brass Band  
 
Monday 22

nd
 May:  2.30pm Meeting of the PCC at St. Francis 

 

 

 

 

  
        
     
  

Readers    Prayers  Sides persons  Teas 
 

14th May: Kim / Pat    Chris   Geraldine / Kim  Pat / Carole H 
21st May:  Geraldine / Chris  Kathy   Pam E / Rose   Valerie / Les 
28th May: Robin / Sheila   Norman  Carol B / Jeannie  Pam E / Rose  
 4th Jun:  Kathy / Norman  Geraldine  Norman / Sheila  Pam P / Margaret 



Worshipping at Home – 14
th

 May: 

 

Chelmsford Cathedral 

7.45am Morning Prayer 

10.30am Jazz Eucharist  

3.30pm Evensong  

Services can be accessed via the 
Chelmsford Cathedral Youtube & 
Facebook pages 

 

BBC One 

1.15pm - Songs of Praise: Exploring 
Christian Wellbeing. 

 

 

Annual Meeting of Parishioners & 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting –  
 

 takes place on Sunday 14
th

 May 
2023 (at St Catherine’s following 
the morning service) 

 The Church Electoral Roll Revision 
has been completed and the new 
Roll published.  

 Copies of the Parish & Financial 
Report are available in both 
churches 

 During the meetings we will be 
electing Church Wardens (x 2), 
Deanery Synod Representatives 
(x 2) & PCC members (x 9). 

 
 
 

Bible Study & Fellowship Group:  

Session dates will be as follows:  

Monday 15
th

 May; Monday 12
th

 & 26
th

 
June; Monday 10

th
 & 24

th
 July. The 

session runs 10.30 am -12noon at St 
Francis. Everybody welcome. 

Dates for your diary  
 
(all the following services & events take 
place at St Catherine’s) 
 

 Sunday 21
st

 May 3pm - Rogation 

Service in the Churchyard with the 
Grays Town Brass Band & followed 
by tea & cake. 

 

 Sunday 28
th

 May 2- 4pm                 
Open Church Afternoon with 
refreshments available 
 

Open Afternoons at St Catherine’s –        
The Church will be open to visitors on the 
last Sunday of each month 2-4pm with 
refreshments available. The remaining dates 
are as follows: Sunday 28

th
 May, 25

th
 June, 

30
th
 July, 27

th
 August, 24

th
 September and 

29
th
 October. Everybody welcome. 

 

Thurrock Foodbank Shopping List:         
Jams & spreads, Tinned potatoes, Mashed 
potatoes, Tins of Soup, Sponge puddings, 
Rice pudding, Tinned fruit, Custard, Squash, 
Long-life Fruit Juice. Toiletries (shower gel, 
shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, boxes/packs of tissues), Toilet 
rolls (2 roll packs & 4 roll packs). Thank you 
for your generosity.  

 

Pewtalk – please send any articles for the 
June edition of Pewtalk to Chris Ford by the 
end of Monday 22

nd
 May. 

  

Church Flowers – if you would like to 
sponsor a floral arrangement in memory of a 
loved one at anytime throughout the year 
please speak to Kathy Bird or Pam Painter.  
 



Celebrating the Saints 
 

15
th

 May  

St Matthias, the replacement apostle 

 

If you’re saying to yourself, ‘Who?’ you’ll be in good company. May 15th is the 
feast day of St Matthias the Apostle, and in describing him thus we have said just 
about all there is to know about him. He gets just one mention in the Bible, in the 
first chapter of Acts, immediately prior to the day of Pentecost, where it tells us 
that he was elected to take the place in the ranks of the twelve apostles recently 
vacated by the betrayer Judas Iscariot.  

Eusebius, in the fourth century, says in his history of the apostolic era that 
Matthias was one of the 70 disciples sent out by Jesus (Luke 10:1), and that 
seems reasonable. When it was necessary to fill the vacancy among the apostles 
it would be natural to turn to someone who had followed Jesus from earlier years, 
as well as being a witness of the resurrection. Two names were suggested and 
prayed over. Then the apostles cast lots, following the Old Testament practice of 
the high priest’s Urim and Thummim, one assumes. When they did, ‘the lot fell on 
Matthias’. 

Casting lots to fill vacancies on committees or councils, or even to appoint 
bishops, might seem to us to be rather risky. The Victorian preacher Campbell 
Morgan even suggested, that the 11 acted in haste and pre-empted God’s choice 
of Saul (later known as Paul), who at that time was busy persecuting the Church, 
arresting Christians and having them thrown into prison. He hadn’t yet travelled 
the Damascus Road. 

Be that as it may, Matthias was elected, and for us he can stand for all those 
excellent, consistent, reliable and faithful servants of Christ who never make a 
headline, not even in the parish magazine. Yet still he was chosen because he 
could be a ‘witness’, and so are we.  

Doubtless he fulfilled that responsibility admirably, without, as we say, ‘setting the 
Thames on fire’. Let’s salute him on his day - the ‘Unknown Apostle’. 

 

For help or information contact:  Revd. Michèle Marshall 
 

 Telephone: 01375 671754/07749303622 

 
Email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk 

 
Parish Website:  www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk 
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